
Catholic Education in Indianapolis: The Story

Essence of Catholic Education in Indianapolis
• Character education and values
• Safe and welcoming schools
• Committed professionals
• High achieving schools seeking greater 

improvement
• Serving families who are majority minority and 90 

percent non-Catholic
• Ten percent unsubsidized



The Story: Indianapolis Archdiocese and 
Indiana ISTEP

2004-05 Archdiocese and Indiana 8th-
grade ISTEP English/Language Arts
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The Story: Indianapolis Archdiocese and 
Indiana ISTEP

2004-05 Archdiocese and Indiana 8th-
grade ISTEP Mathematics
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2003 8th Grade ISTEP Passing 
Rate Comparison
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The Story: Center City Catholic Schools, 
IPS, and Indiana ISTEP



2004 Graduates as a Percentage of 
Ninth Graders Four Years Earlier
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The Story: Indianapolis High School 
Graduation Rates



The Story: Catholic and Public Counterparts
High-School-to College Continuation Rates



Chance for College 2004
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The Story: Percentage of Entrants Who Will 
Pursue College – IPS and Center City Catholic 
High Schools



The Story: Percentage of Entrants Who Will 
Pursue College – IPS and Center City Catholic 
High Schools

Formula Chance for College by Age 19 =

Graduation rate x College Continuation Rate

Example: 68 percent of students graduate and 62 
percent of these pursue postsecondary education…

Yields 42 percent Chance for College (most recent 
rate for Indiana)



Chance for College
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The Story: Percentage of Entrants Who Will 
Pursue College – IPS and Center City Catholic 
High Schools



The Story: Percentage of Graduates Who Will 
Pursue College – Indiana and Center City 
Catholic High Schools

Percentage of Graduates Pursuing Postsecondary Education
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More center city students to college?

• Send more to Catholic elementaries
• Retain more to Catholic high schools



More center city students to college?
Let this be more children’s story in Indianapolis….

College Continuation
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